i.e., when the kernel has order p .
1. Introduction. Schur proved in 1911 that the central extensions of the unimodular group SL(2, pn) are all split (see [8] 
where the g' come from a complete set of coset representatives for A in E, with each g ' corresponding to g £ G and 1 to 1 e G.
All groups will be assumed finite unless specified otherwise.
The letters E, G, A will be reserved for groups with E an extension of G by A, and K or K.
will always denote the field of prime order p or p. , respectively. Following
Wielandt and others, the following notations will be used: It will be useful to consider G-modules B/C where C < B < A and C, B<1E; a special case is ß = A, in which E/C is an extension of G by A/C.
We shall use several times a remark due to Dedekind:
(1.4) Lemma. // X and Y are subsets of a group H, if T < H, and if YT Ç Y, then (X n Y)T = XT n YT. In particular, if X, Y < H, then YT Ç Y way è« rep/aceaf fry T < Y.
Split abelian extensions.
We begin with two results relating the splitting of certain homomorphic images of an extension E to the splitting of E itself. is complete.
Arguments similar to those in the proof of (2.1) yield That not every nonsplit extension is minimal is clear from the quaternion group of order 8, regarded as an extension of a cyclic group of order 2 by one of order 4. However, under certain conditions it is true that every nonsplit extension is minimal. For example, the following result will be useful later: Gaschu'tz has proved [5] that an arbitrary finite group G has a minimal exten- 
